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to manifest an unequivocal spirit of hostility. My demand for the dismissal of Ghautka (38) has not been complied with, while the army of Dowlut Rao Sindiah is daily recruited with fresh levies, and the situation of the armies of Baptiste at Bhopal, of JVIeer Khan at Bhilsa, and of other chiefs in Malwa, combined with the notoriety of the inimical counsels stiH in agitation at this court, indicate, in my judgment, a decided intention on the part of Sindiah to commence hostilities at an early period; I have, therefore, signified my resolution of quitting camp should arrangements not be immediately adopted to convince me of a contrary spirit, and I shall deem it to be my duty to carry my design into execution (39), unless the conduct to be instantly pursued by Sindiah, shall be perfectly satisfactory to my mind."
1805. This year Sindiah and the Berar Rajah, after the Mahrattah war had been terminated, were desirous of attacking the Bho-pal state. Sir John Malcolm, as before observ-
(38)    Father-in-law to Sindiab.  Ghautka was the chief adviser of all these hostile movements.
(39)    The conduct of Sindiah was very improper on this occasion.   He would not permit Mr. (now Sir R.) Jenkins to quit his camp.   It is usual for residents, as well as for ambassadors, at Native or European courts, to quit them when war is determined on, or amicable relations have ceased.   The detention was, alone, a national insult, and a valid ground for a declaration of